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each generation, and very soon the effects of this
decline in our net reproduction rate will be seen
in an absolute decline in numbers".1

That this process is of the utmost social and
political significance is plain. At present it is con-
fined to the civilized white peoples. It has not
yet affected the Japanese, Chinese, Indians and
Africans. Secondly, the decline of the birth-rate
is most marked in the most valuable parts of the
population, the professional classes and brain-
workers, who are failing to reproduce as much
as half their numbers in the last generation, while
the feeble-minded and undesirables supply far
more than their share of the next. In most coun-
tries no attempt is made to check this process,
and even in Italy and Germany it is doubtful
whether the eloquence, exhortations and legisla-
tion of Mussolini and Hitler will have the desired
effect. Yet unless something effective can be done
any world-control by any of the white peoples
becomes a chimera.

1 This date Dr. E. Charles puts no further off than 1940.
See the Eugenics Review for Jan. 1936, p. 301.
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